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EQUIPMENT TEST REPORTS 
(Hirsch-Houck Laboratories) 


Amplifiers and Preamplifiers 

Harman Kardon Citation Twenty-Two 
(power), Jul. 37 

Kenwood KA-3300D (integrated), Sep. 41 

Perreaux SM 3 (preamplifier), Nov. 75 

Pioneer C-90 (preamplifier), Apr. 35 

PS Audio 4.5 (preamplifier), Jun. 47 

SAE P102 (preamplifier), Feb. 46 

Shure AVC 20 Power Station (integrated) 
May 33 

Yamaha AVC-5O (integrated), Jan. 43 


Audio/Video Equipment 

Akai VS-565U VHS Hi-Fi VCR, Apr 

Shure AVC 20 Power Station, May 33 

Sound Concepts SSD550 time-delay system 
Oct. 39 


Car Stereo 

Blaupunkt Berlin TQRO?7 cassette tuner 
(Hirsch and Smolen), Aug. 20 

EPI LSR-42 cassette receiver (Hirsch and 
Greenleaf), Jan. 24 

Pioneer DEX-77 tuner/CD plaver (Hirsch 
and Greenleaf), Mar. 26 

Cassette Decks 

Kyocera D-811, Mar. 33 

NAD Model 6300, Jun. 37 

Technics RS-B905, Dec. 45 


s —— 


( 


Compact Disc Players 
| ADC Model 16/2R, Nov 
dbx DX5, Sep. 49 
Denon DCD-3300, May 25 
JVC XL-M700 (changer). Feb 
Marantz CD50, Apr. 47 
Nakamichi OMS-2A, Aug. 41 
NEC CD-S500E. Jan. 38 
Onkyo DX-530, Sep. 31 
Pioneer PD-M90X (changer). Nov. 35 
Sharp DX-620. Jan. 59 
Sony CDP-605ESD, Oct. 26 
Vector Research VCD-770, Mar. 40 
Yamaha CDX-1100, Jul. 25 


Digital Audio Tape Decks 

Onkyo DT-2001, Oct. 66 

Sony DTC-1000ES. Jul. 60 
| Victor XD-Z1100, Jul. 60 


Receivers 
a/d/s/ R4, Dec. 84 
Denon DRA-75VR, Oct. 49 
NAD Model 7600, Nov. 51 
NEC AVR-1000, Jun. 59 
| Sherwood S-2770RCP, Aug. 46 
Technics SA-590, Feb. 37 
| Speaker Systems 
Acoustic Research TSW910, Jun. 31 
Altec Lansing Model 401, Feb. 53 
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Bose AM-S5, Apr. 62 
Boston Acoustics T830, Sep. 35 
Celestion SL700, Sep. 51 
Dahiquist M-905, Oct. 42 
dbx Soundfield 100, Jan. 62 
DCM Time Frame TF-1000, Dec. 67 
Design Acoustics PS-103, Dec. 41 
EPI T/E 320 Series I, Jul. 31 
Focus .7 High Definition Monitor, Aug. 46 
Infinity Reference Standard 8 Kappa 
Oct. 33 
Jamo Compact 120, Nov. 81 
JSE Infinite Slope Model Mar 
KEF Model 102, May 39 
Magnat MSP 300, Aug. 36 
Mission 780 Argonaut, Feb. 30 
Phase Tech PC 800HO, Jun. 53 
Polk Audio SDA-Ic, Nov. 41 
Signet SL-100, Jul. 45 
Snell Type C/i, Apr. 41 
Speakerlab DAS 2, Mar. 44 


Tuners 

Harman Kardon Citation Twenty-Three 
Nov. 25 

Magnum Dynalab FT 101. May 44 

NEC T-710, Dec. 53 

Perreaux TU-3, Jan. 53 


Turntables 
Linn Axis, Jan. 35 
Thorens TD 520, Aug. 31 


Other Equipment 

Beyer DT 990 headphones, May 48 

Hitachi MX W-50 Slimline system, Dec. 31 

Ortofon X3-MC phono cartridge, Mar. 45 

Sound Concepts SSD550 time-delay system, 
Oct. 39 


USER’S EVALUATIONS 

B&W MASS car speakers (Greenleaf) 
Jan. 162 

Sony Discman D-10 (Smolen), Feb. 212 


THE HIGH END (Hodges) 

Dolby, Jan. 168 

Stereo Imaging, Feb. 216 

Why Test?, Mar. 124 

Sleuthing Sonic Differences, Apr. 124 
Crank “Em Ups, May 132 

Who Tests?, Jun. 136 

Sound Isolation, Jul. 116 

EQ’ing, Aug. 104 

The Well-Tempered Ear, Sep. 128 
Crossovers Abounding, Oct. 16 
The Mighty Klipschorn, Nov. 216 
Live vs. Recorded, Dec. 200 


PECHNICAL TALK (Hirsch) 

Moving-Magnet vs. Moving-Coil Cartridges 
Jan. 30 

System Compatability, Feb 

Testing Car Stereo, Mar. 30 

Audio/Video Synergy, Apr. 23 

Answering the Mail, May 19 

Is American Audio Technology Dead? 
Jun. 24 

Detecting Distortion, Jul. 18 

Testing CD Players, Aug. 25 

Clearing the Cobwebs, Sep. 24 

Digital Audio Tape, Oct. 24 

Can a Receiver Equal Separate 
Components?, Nov. 21 

What Specs Won't Tell You, Dec. 27 


> 


PECHNICAL FEATURES 

American Audio (Birchall), Jun. 66 
American Audio Companies (Burton) 
Jun. 76 

Amolifiers, Do They All Sound the Same? 
(Masters), Jan. 78 

Bertin Audio Fair (Smolen), Dec. 99 

Car CD Players: The Best Sound on Wheels 
(Eisenberg). May 59 

Car Stereo, Gearing Up for (Masters), May 
52: Car Stereo Manufacturers, May 65 
assette Decks: Choosing a Tape Deck 
(Burton), Mar. 48; Tape Deck Buying 
Guide (Burton and staff), Jul. 69; Getting 
the Most from Your Cassette Deck 
(Masters), Oct. 81 
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D Boom! (Greenleaf*. Jun. 89 
D Changers: Don't stop the Music! 
(Burton), Oct. 63 
D Video Arrives (Smolen), May 51 
ES Show Stoppers: Winter (Burton), Apr. 
66; Summer (Burton), Sep. 12 

Digital Audio Tape: Issues and Answers 
(Birchall), Mar. 56; News Flash (Harrell), 
Apr. 18; Two DAT Decks (Hirsch), Jul. 
60; Another Look at DAT (Stark), Oct. 66 


Digital Revolution (Masters), Oct. 58 
Equipment Buying Guide (Burton and staff), 
eb. 71 
European Audio (Masters), Aug. 56 
Headphones (Hodges), Dec. 74 
Hi-Fi Holiday Gifts (staff), Dec. 79 
Hi-Fi VCR's: Buying Guide (Wolfe and 
staff), Apr. 73 
Japan Audio Fair (Harrell), Jan. 96 
Dec. 89 
Japanese Audio (Harrell), Jul. 48 
Ludwig, Bob: Interview (Dery), Nov. 113 
Open-Reel Recording (Stark), Nov. 122 
Rodrigues Contest, Jan. 21, Jul. 14 
Separates, The New (Smolen), Nov. 86 
Speaker Imaging (Moran), Jun. 96 
Speakers: The State of the Art (Hirsch), Sep 
58; The Right Speakers (Masters), Sep. 64: 
Powered Speakers (Wolfe), Sep. 69 
Strategies for Equipment Shopping (Curtis), 
May 68 
Surround Sound (Gillett), Apr. 54 
Systems: Music in Malibu (Burton), 
Nov. 118 
Tape Buying Guide (Burton and staff), 
Mar. 65 
Tuner, How to Buy a (Mitchell), Nov. 93 
Turntables: Choosing a (Smolen), Jan. 88; 
Turntable Rx (Hodges), Aug. 67 
Video Basics (Wolfe), Jan. 22, Mar. 22, 
May 16 
Video's New Image (Jaccoma), Oct. 70 
Videotaping (Wolfe), Apr. 50 


. —— 


Wired: Multi-Room Systems (Masters), 
Nov. 100 


BEST RECORDINGS OF THE MONTH 
Classical 
Bach: St. John Passion, Jul. 81 
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BEST RECORDINGS OF THE MONTH 
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| Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 4, 

Variations in C Minor, Dec. 136 

Brahms: Piano Concerto No. |, Jun. 104; 
Piano Pieces and Fantasies, Nov. 152; 
String Quartets Nos. | and 3, May 80 

Bruckner: Symphony No. 7, Nov. 150 

Chopin: Piano Sonata No. 3, Three 
Mazurkas, Other Piano Pieces, Aug 

Dohnanyi: Variations on a Nursery 
Song—see Tchaikovsky 

Janatek: Glagolitic Mass, Apr. 85 

Liszt: Piano Music, Jan. 105, Songs, Jul. 82 

Mahler: Symphony No. 8, Oct. 89 

Mozart: Cosi fan tutte, Oct. 92; Le nozze di 
Figaro, Jan. 106: Violin Concertos Nos. 3 
and 5, Dec. 135 

Prokofiev: Romeo and Juliet Suites Nos. | 
and 2, Pushkin Waltz No. 2, Aug. 74 

Ravel: Boléro, Rapsodie espagnole, Ma Mér« 
l'Ove, Pavane, Feb. 172 

Satie: Piano Music, Jun. 101 

Shostakovich: Symphony No. 5, Sep. 87 

Stravinsky: The Firebird, Scherzo 
fantastique, Fireworks, Mar. 72 

Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. | 
Mar. 71 

Verdi: La forza del destino, May 77 


Battle, Kathleen: Sa/zburg Recital, Apr. 88 

Edelmann, Sergei—see Chopin 

Horszowski, Mieczyslaw: Piano Recital 
Sep. 88 

Serkin, Peter: Piano Music by Stravinsky 
Wolpe, and Lieberson, Feb. 170 
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Popular 
Cash, Rosanne: King's Record Shop, Nov 


Crowded House, Jul. 81 

Cruzados: Afier Dark, Nov. 152 

The dB’s: The Sound of Music, Oct. 89 

The Dukes of Stratosphear: Psonic Psunspot 
Dec. 138 

Fire Town: /n the Heart of the Heart 
Country, Mar. 7 

Fleetwood Mac: Tango in the Night, Jul. 84 

Jackson, Michael: Bad, Dec. 135 

Jarreau, Al: L Is for Lover, Feb. 170 

Los Lobos: By the Light of the Moon 
Apr. 86 





Ronstadt, Linda: For Sentimental Peasons 
Apr. 85 

Springsteen, Bruce, & the E Street Band 
Live/1975-85, Feb. 169 

Taj Mahal: Taj, Mar. 71 

Talking Heads: True Stories, Jan. 108 

Timbuk 3: Greetings from Timbuk 3 
Jan. 106 

U2: The Joshua Tree, Jun. 102 

Vega, Suzanne: Solitude Standing, Aug 

Waits, Tom: Franks Wild Years, Sep. 88 

Warnes, Jennifer: Famous Blue Raincoat 
May 78 

Weiss, Michael: Presenting Michael Weiss 
Oct. 90 

White Animals: /n the Last Days, Sep. 87 

Wolf, Peter: Come As You Are, Jun. 10! 

XTC: Skvlarking, May 77 
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Zevon, Warren: Sentimental Hygiene 
Aug. 74 


SPEAKING MY PIECE 

The Truth May Make You Mad 
(Livingstone), Jan. 8 

Conning Kids (Livingstone), Feb. 8 

Michael Smolen, Senior Editor 
(Livingstone), Mar. 8 

My Ambition (Livingstone), Apr. 6 

Special Interests (Boundas), May 4 

The Spoilers (Boundas), Jun. 6 

Summer Reading (Boundas), Jul. 4 

The DAT Debate (Boundas), Aug. 8 

Luxuries and Bargains (Boundas), Sep. 8 

Sanctions (Boundas), Nov. 8 

Joyful Noise (Boundas), Dec. 8 


MUSICAL FEATURES 

Adams: The Chairman Dances and Other 
Pieces (Freed), Nov. 190 

Alexander, Roberta (Freeman), May 113 

Archer, Robyn: Sines Brecht (Salzman) 
May 116 

Balada: Sieel Symphony—see Schuman 

The Bangles (Ferrar), Jan. 85 

Basie, Count: Yessir, That's My Baby (with 
Oscar Peterson), Get Together, Fancy 
Pants (Albertson), Nov. 180 

The Beatles: Early Albums on CD (Simels) 

Jun. 122; Set. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band (Simelts), Aug. 81; Help! (Meredith) 
Nov. 205 

Beat Rodeo: //ome in the Heart of the Beat 
(Peel), Jan. 125 

Boyd, Liona: Persona (Nash), Mar. 82 

The Breakfast Club (Peel), Jul. 90 

Britten—see English 

Calendar of Classical Composers 
(Livingstone), Nov. 105 

Center Stage—see Tormé and Alexander 

Christmas, Music for (Barter), Dec. 182 

Clapton, Eric: August (Peel), Mar 

CTI/Kudu Jazz Reissues (Albertson) 
Aug. 82 

The Cure: Aiss Me, Kiss Me, Kiss Me (Peel) 
Oct. 97 

Davies, Ray: Return to Waterloo (Meredith) 
Aug. 94 

Douglas, Barry: Mussorgsky/Ravel Pictures 
at an Exhibition and Liszt Dante Sonata 
(Freed), Oct. 132 

Dvorak: Cello Concerto (Hall), Nov. 183 

The Dave Edmunds Band: / Hear You 
Rockin’ (Simels), Apr. 101 

English String Orchestra: Vaughan Williams 
and Britten (Hall), Feb. 180 

Easy Listening on Compact Disc 
(Livingstone), May 72 

Falla: E/ amor brujo (Livingstone), May 
105; The Three-Cornered Hat (Freed) 
Nov. 194 

Frankie Goes to Hollywood: Liverpool 
(Peel), May 85 

General Public: Hand to Mouth (Peel) 
eb. 187 

Gershwin, George (Livingstone), Aug. 63 

Hi-Fi Holiday Gifts (staff), Dec. 79 

Hogwood, Christopher (Livingstone) 
Mar. 53 

Jackson, Joe: Will Power (Peel), Oct. 106 

Keynote Jazz, The Complete Collection 
(Albertson), Jun. 126 

La Bamba (Simels), Nov. 172 

Liszt: Lisztronique, Mar. 60, Piano Concerto 
No. 2—see Vakarelis; Dante Sonata—see 
Douglas 

Lovett, Lyle (Nash), Jan. 128 

Lully: Atys (Barter), Aug. 85 

May, Angelica—see Dvorak 

Masekela, Hugh: Tomorrow (Garland) 
Oct. 116 

McCorkle Susannah: Dream (Albertson 
Dec. 18 

Movie Music on Compact Disc (Simels) 
Apr. 59 

Mozart: Basic Orchestral Works on CD 
(Freed), Jul. 78; Piano Sonatas Nos. 13 
and 14, Duport Variations, Adagio in B 
Minor (Freed), Oct. 132 


Mussorgsky/Ravel: Pictures at an 
Exhibition—see Douglas 

Vapoleon soundtrack (Simels), Mar. 111 

The O’Kanes (Nash), Feb. 194 

Olney, David: Eve of the Storm (Nash) 
Apr. 106 

Opera on CD (Ackart), Sep. 72, Dec. 106 

Paine: Works for Violin, Cello, and Piano 
(Freed), Jun. 109 

Petty, Tom, and the Heartbreakers: Let Me 
Up (I've Had Enough) (Simels), Aug. 79 

Pine, Courtney: Journey to the Urge Within 
(Albertson), Jul. 94 

Pink Floyd: A Momentary Lapse of Reason 
(Peel), Dec. 159 

Poulenc: Piano Music (Freed), Dec. 141 

Previn, André (Kupferberg), Feb. 63 

Prokofiev: Piano C »ncerto No. 3—see 
Vakarelis; Piano Sonata No. 7—see 
Toradze 

Ravel: Miroirs—see Toradze 

Record of the Year Awards for 1986, 

eb. § 

Rhapsody in Blue, The Birth of (Salzman), 

Apr. 110 


The Rolling Stones on Compact Disc 
(Simels), Mar. 88 

Rock Music on Compact Disc (Simels) 
Jan. 134 

Rozhdestvensky, Gennadi—see Stravinsky 

Schuman: Symphony No. 7 (Salzman) 
Sep. 118 

Shirk, Richard—see Mozart Piano Sonatas 

Shostakovich: Piano Quintet, String 
Quartets . Jos. 7 and 8 (Freed), Apr. 93 

The Silencers: A Letter from St. Paul (Peel) 
Nov. 157 

simply Red: Men and Women (Peel) 
Jun. 117 

smetana: The Bartered Bride (Ackart) 
Feb. 175 

Solti, Georg (Livingstone), Oct 76 

Stravinsky: Early Ballets, Sympuiony in 
Three Movements (Freed), Dec. 150; also 
see Toradze 

Streisand, Barbra: Video Specials 
(Albertson), May 121; One Voice 
(Hemming), Sep. 98 

Tippett: A Child of Our Time (Freed) 
Jul. 97 

Toradze, Alexander: Piano Recital (Freed), 
Ceci. 132 

Tormé, Mel (Albertson), Mar. 96 

Travis, Randy: A/ways & Forever (Nash) 
Sep. 95 

The Untouchables (Simels), Sep. 106 

Vakarelis, Jan: Liszt's Piano Concerto No. 2 
and Prokofiev's Piano Concerto No. 3 
(Freed), Oct. 127 

Vaughan Williams—see English 

Vega. Suzanne (Costello), Nov 

Verdi: La forza del destino (Ackart) 
Sep. 111 

Wagner's Ring on CD (Livingstone) 
Dec. 156 

Yoakam, Dwight: Hillbilly Deluxe (Nash) 
Jul. 87 

Zappa, Frank (Smolen), Jun. 93 
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